William Rainey Harper: Academic Honesty Policy
As an educational institution committed to academic integrity and the principles of the International Baccalaureate (IB) learner profile, we uphold the values of honesty, integrity, and authenticity in all academic endeavors. Plagiarism, collusion, duplication of work, and any other behavior that gives an unfair advantage to a student or affects the results of another student are considered serious violations of academic integrity.
Definitions (MYP: From Principles into Practice):
- Plagiarism: The representation, whether intentional or unintentional, of the ideas, words, or work of another person without proper, clear, and explicit acknowledgment.
- Collusion: Supporting academic misconduct by another student, such as allowing one's work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another.
- Duplication of Work: The presentation of the same work for different assessment components.
- Other Behavior: Any other behavior that gives an unfair advantage to a student or that affects the results of another student, including falsifying data, misconduct during an examination, and creating spurious reflections.
IB Learner Profile: We expect all students to strive to be principled in their academic work, adhering to high ethical standards and demonstrating honesty and fairness in all aspects of their learning.
The Role of Parents
Here at Harper, we value our scholars’ families as partners in education. Parents and guardians are expected to assist their children at home with assignments and projects. Families should ask questions, work alongside, and guide scholars to find their own answers. As students develop the different facets of the Learner Profile, and grow in character, we ask that families allow scholars to do their best work, ask for help at school, and take advantage of the many resources available in the school and around the classroom. 
Guidelines:
Students are advised that academic misconduct includes plagiarism, collusion, duplication of work, falsifying data, and misconduct during examinations.
- Students are expected to understand the principles of intellectual property and authentic authorship, ensuring that all work submitted is their own and properly cited when using the work of others.
- Conventions for citing and acknowledging original authorship may include either APA, MLA or any other directions given by an educator at William Rainey Harper. It is expected that scholars will report to their teacher any sources used to complete work. 
- Collaboration is encouraged, but it is essential to understand the distinction between legitimate collaboration and unacceptable collusion. Legitimate collaboration involves working together with others to enhance learning outcomes, while collusion involves dishonest or unauthorized cooperation that undermines academic integrity.
- Scholars are expected to notify teachers or staff if academic dishonesty of any kind is suspected. 
CMSD Handbook Guidelines: 
In addition, the CMSD Handbook defines academic misconduct in the following ways: 
· Taking and using the writings and ideas of another and deceptively submitting them as one’s own work in satisfying a school assignment
· Signing the name of another person for purpose of defrauding school personnel
· Cheating on examinations

According to the handbook, plagiarism and other academic misconduct is considered a Tier 1 offense. As such, according to the Handbook, consequences can be the following:
· Detentions and/or referrals to the planning center.
· Teacher conference (with student alone or with parent, guardian or legal custodian);
· Principal conference (with student alone or with parent, guardian or legal custodian);
· Parent/guardian contact by telephone

Every student in both the MYP and PYP programs must familiarize themselves with this policy and adhere to its principles. By striving to be principled, students uphold the values of honesty, integrity, and fairness, contributing to a positive learning environment for themselves and their peers. All students and guardians in the MYP program will be asked to sign that they have received a copy of the Academic Honesty Policy each school year. 
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